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The first three points are mainly based on the Vancouver rules, while the last two are of a more general research 
ethics nature: 
 

1. In order to be a co-author of a research work, it is required that you have made a “substantial 

contribution to conception and design, OR acquisition of data, OR analysis and interpretation of data.” It 

is sufficient that a substantial contribution is made in one of these areas. Only those who have 

contributed to a scientific work should be listed as co-authors or thanked for their contribution. Other 

contributors (funding institutions, assistants, translators, etc.) should be thanked under 

“acknowledgments.” 

 

2. Each of the co-authors must have participated in the formulation of the article OR in a critical revision of 

important intellectual content. A co-author must be able to vouch for the part that he or she has 

contributed. All co-authors must also be able to vouch for the totality of the final work. Where there are 

individual sub-contributions, a clarification should be made (e.g. in an introduction) as to which 

contribution(s) the various co-authors have made in the relevant scientific work. 

 

3. Co-authors must approve their own contribution to the scientific work and give their consent to be a co-

author. The version of the article submitted for publication must be approved by all co-authors. 

 
4. It must be explicitly stated whether one or more of the authors has received financial support from 

businesses or organizations or has any associations that could be important to make known. 

 

5. It is a breach of good scientific practice to mislead about who has contributed to a research work, 

whether by omitting researchers who have contributed or by including people who have not contributed. 

All contributors share the responsibility for ensuring that important findings in research are not withheld 

and that the research work is carried out in an honest manner. 

 

 

The guidelines for co-authorship have been established by the PhD committee at INSEPP, Inland School of 
Business and Social Sciences, in a meeting held on 12.11.2018, with immediate effect.  
 

 
 
 
 
 


